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Mobilisation against the G8 in Okinawa 


As befits the close of the century, the G8 summit 
meeting of the Heads of State of the seven major 
industrialised nations and Russia was an 
opportunity for the worldwide Jubilee 2000 
campaign to demand, yet again and forcefully, the 
immediate cancellation of the debt of the poor 
countries. It was also an opportunity for many 
militant movements to show their solidarity with 
the local population of Okinawa in their struggle 
against the continued presence there of major 
American military bases: the island hosts 70% of 
the US military presence in Japan which even 
occupies 20% of the city hall! 


On a map of the world Okinawa looks like a tiny 
island lost in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, a 
long way to the south of Tokyo, in the sub-tropical 
outreaches of the Japanese archipelago. This is an 
optical illusion! Okinawa is far from being a 
remote outpost or a forgotten paradise. It is a key 
strategic location that's home to America's largest 
overseas military base. This operations centre 
focuses on the Korean peninsula, the nearby 
Straights of Taiwan and South-East Asia and, in 
times of crisis, the Gulf. The fact that the G8 
travelled at great expense to this precise venue is 
neither coincidental nor the result of an "insular 
mentality" (the unfortunate title of J ubilee 2000 
UK's brochure) but proof of a very warlike 
mentality: by their very presence the eight heads 
of state lent their support to the continuing US 
military presence. 


Okinawa has deep-routed pacifist feelings: it 
witnessed one of the bloodiest battles of World 


War Il. The population refuses to be the focal 
point of possible conflict and doesn't want its 
territory to be used as a base for the military 
domination of other populations. Moreover, with 
the Marines committing acts of sexual aggression 
and causing road accidents, the military presence 
has a daily impact on local life. The women's 
movements are particularly active in demanding 
that the bases be closed down. In 1995, the rape 
of a 12-year old schoolgirl by three American 
soldiers created a public uproar and led to major 
demonstrations. The Japanese government and 
the American authorities had to promise that they 
would relocate one of their installations. then they 
announced that it would simply be rebuilt 
elsewhere on the island. Tokyo used all its weight 
and financial muscle to counter any resistance, 
getting a new prefect elected for the region who 
was favourable to the bases. 


The G8 Heads of State therefore came to show 
their support for the new Governor (Clinton met 
with him symbolically . for five minutes). Most of 
the mobilisation that took place during the summit 
was aimed primarily at achieving the withdrawal 
of the US military complex. Participants in the 
Jubilee 2000 conference raised the question of the 
debt, demonstrated in Naho and Naga and joined 
in the main group demonstration where more than 
27,000 people linked up in a vast human chain 
round the Kadena military base. 


Already, three weeks before the G8 summit, on 
June 30th to July 1st, an Asian militant network 
had organised the International Forum of Okinawa 
on People's Security. The two introductory reports 
for this conference were presented by Walden 
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Bello (from Focus on the Global South) and by 
Muto Ichiyo from Japan. The forum did not just 
denounce the US-Japan military agreements but 
sought to define what sort of security policies 
could be developed based on popular needs as 
opposed to the dominant approach of the 
superpowers. To this aim, it adopted a declaration 
specifically focused on the Asia-Pacific region. 


Jubilee 2000's World Conference on Third World 
Debt was held just before the G8 summit, on the 
19th - 21st July. Two French delegates attended: 
one from "Pour l'an 2000 : annulons la dette" 
("Year 200 Plan: let's cancel the debt"), the other 
from Attac. Africa was_ particularly well 
represented. All the currents within the Jubilee 
2000 movement were present, notably with a 
strong UK delegation and active participation by 
Jubilee South (other movements for cancellation 
of the debt such as the Committee for the 
Cancellation of Third World Debt or the Spanish 
Campaign were not present however). The 
conference was planned by J ubilee 2000 Japan, a 
large coalition chairing by Kitazawa Yoko that 
includes Churches, the trade union confederation 
Rengo, and the Pacific Asia Resource Centre 
(PARC) represented by Inoue Reiko who 
introduced and led the workgroups. 


The conference provided an opportunity to start a 
dialogue on the perspectives of the debt campaign 
after the jubilee 2000 year is over; certain 
constituent parts (e.g. Jubilee South) want to 
keep their network in place whilst others (e.g. 
Jubilee Japan) are considering the possibility of 
dissolving their movement and carrying on their 
action through new bodies (i.e. a Japanese 
coalition against the Bretton Woods 
organisations). For the time being an appeal to 
the G7 leaders was unanimously adopted. It 
demands the cancellation of debt that is 
illegitimate and that could not be reimbursed 
without sacrificing health care, education or the 
very lives of the poorest populations. It stands up 
against the conditions imposed by international 
financial institutions = and demands the 
implementation of an independent framework for 
overseeing the process of debt cancellation. 


The conference was organised by Jubilee 2000 
Japan, a large coalition, presided over by Kitazawa 
Yoko, which includes Churches, the trade union 
confederation Rengo and the Pacific Asia Resource 
Centre (PARC). 


A delegation from the Jubilee 2000 Worlds 
Conference met with Japanese Prime Minister 


Mori. This unusual political gesture shows the 
extent of mobilisation around the debt. But that 
doesn't stop the G8 from turning a deaf ear and 
failing to take any new measures to ease the 
burden for Third World populations. This just goes 
to show that the campaign against the debt must 
continue, as will the struggle against the US 
military bases in Okinawa. 


Pierre Rousset, member of the International Group 
inter@attac.org 

Translation: Cris Arden, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac. org 





Say no to IMF and World Bank 
conference in Pakistan 


This is little delayed report of a conference held at 
Karachi on 30th July. "No to World Bank, IMF, Say 
no to the repayments of the debts" was the topic 
of the conference. Over 300 _ participated. 
Following are two reports of the event by the two 
national dailies of Pakistan, Daily Dawn and Daily 
News International. 


Comradely, 


Faroog Tariq |pp@lpp.lhr.sdnpk. org 





Daily Dawn31 July 2000 Monday 


IMF's role, feudal system slammed: Anis Hashmi 
remembered 


By Our Staff Reporter 


KARACHI, July 30: The country could only 
overcome its present economic crisis if it 
repudiated, rulers refused to implement IMF and 
the World Bank policies and feudal system be 
scrapped distributing land among landless 
peasants. 


This was the consensus of the workers' moot on " 
Down with IMF and World Bank conference" held 
on Sunday at Karachi Press Club to commemorate 
the 9th death anniversary of socialist leader Anis 
Hashmi. The conference, held under the auspices 
of Labour Party Pakistan, was presided over by 
Photo Rustamani. Besides, LPP Secretary General 
Farooq Tariq, who was the chief guest, other 
speakers were Omar Baloch, Ishaq Khan, Mirza 
Maqsood Baig, Aziz Abbasi, Mohammad Abbas, 
Dost Muhammad Channa and Ishaq Khan. 


Some of the posters put up at the conference 
venue read" Anti-people Sales Tax not acceptable, 
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Reinstate 60 employees of Dadabhoy Cement 
factory sacked on gun point, End arms race from 
South Asia" etc. 


The conference stressed the need for the unity of 
workers to safeguard their interest, otherwise the 
capitalists and the administration would continue 
to target one institution after the other. On the 
occasion resolutions were also adopted in support 
of the workers of Dadabhoy Cement Factory, 
Pakistan Steel, carpet industry and other sacked 
employees. The resolutions urged the government 
to stop its policy of downsizing. 


Recalling the contribution in the struggle against 
imperialists conspiracies and for the rights of 
workers, speakers paid rich tributes to late 
socialist leader Anis Hashmi and pledged to 
continue the struggle until workers rule is not 
established. 


Farooq Tariq in his hard hitting speech against the 
IMF and World Bank referred the role played by 
loans in financial crisis being faced by people. In 
fact, he said, the policies laid down by IMF, World 
Bank and now being suggested by the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) were aimed at to 
squeeze national resources of the developing 
countries. He said the developed countries’ offer 
was only for the countries having sway to the 
market economy paving way for exploitation. 


Criticising the government policy he said that 
85per cent of the budget was bein leaving 15 per 
cent only to be spent on people. The LPP leader 
said during the last nine months there had been 
42 per cent price hike and with the imposition of 
GST, the people would be deprived of even two 
meals resulting in increasing suicide incidents. 


Earlier, Mohammad Abbas had pointed out that 
there were 75 factories in Nooriabad where trade 
union were not allowed. Ishaq Khan said that the 
government ought to ensure that every time when 
government employees salaries are raised, the 
private sector should also raise the wages of its 
workers as price-hike was for ever increase. 


Daily News International 


Monday, July 31, 2000 -- Rabi-us-Sani 28, 1421 
A. 


Govt slated for 'undemocratic policies’ 


By our correspondent 


KARACHI: The speakers at a public meeting 
organised by Labour Party Pakistan at Karachi 
Press Club on Sunday lashed out at the military 
government for its ‘undemocratic policies’ and 
demanded to review its economic policies and 
writing off the loans obtained from the IMF and 
World Bank.The speakers also eulogised the 
services of Anees Hashmi on the occasion of his 
ninth death anniversary, saying he was a great 
supporter of socialist revolution. The speakers said 
it was the socialist society that could resolve every 
social and economic problem of the downtrodden 
classes. 


The speakers demanded abolishing of the feudal 
system and distribution of agricultural land 
among the sharecroppers and landless farmers. 
The speakers suggested that the military should 
move to the barracks while transferring power to 
the working class. The workers class leaders, they 
maintained, could hold fair and _ transparent 
elections. 


The speakers including Pervaiz Bhutto who 
presided over the meeting and Farooq Tariq who 
was chief guest and Umer Baloch, Aziz Abbasi, 
Dost Muhammad Channa, Mirza Maqsood, 
Muhammad Abbas Pathan and Ishaq Khan 
condemned the downsizing, imposition of general 
sales tax, removal of 60 workers from Dadabhoy 
Cement Factory and a number of others from 
different institutions in the public sector, 'so- 
called' accountability process and keeping up 
military rule, and demanded of the government to 
immediately review its policies and punish those 
who were involved in corruption and victimisation 
of workers. 


Nobel Laureate James Tobin Endorses 
Economists Statement 


Last month, Professor James Tobin, a Nobel 
laureate and one of the world's most highly 
regarded economists, signed onto the economists 
statement in support of taxes on_ financial 
transactions such as currency trades. Professor 
Tobin has long been one of the leading proponents 
of these taxes, and the proposed tax on currency 
transactions is usually referred to as the "Tobin 
Tax," in recognition of his research and writings 
on the topic. 


Professor Tobin has been extensively involved in 
both academic research and policy debates for 
more than forty years. He has written on a wide 
range of topics in macroeconomics. His Nobel 
prize was awarded in 1981 for research that 


4 


attac 


examined the links between the stock market and 
investment in plant and equipment. 


He also served as a member of the President's 
Council of Economic Advisors (one of three) during 
the Kennedy Administration. In this role he helped 
design tax and spending policies that pushed the 
unemployment rate in the United States down to 
its lowest level in the entire post-World War II 
period. 


Professor Tobin first began laying out the 
argument for financial transactions taxes in the 
late seventies. Since then, many © other 
professional economists have extended the 
argument in various in directions and examined 
the feasibility of such taxes. The Tobin Tax, or 
related financial transactions taxes, are supported 
by a_ significant segment of the economics 
profession, as demonstrated by the nearly 200 
economists who have endorsed the statement. 


Dean Baker, CEPR 

Economist Appeal 

http: //www. attac.org/fra/asso/doc/doc18en.htm 
Signatories 

http: //www.attac. org/fra/asso/doc/doc18sign.htm 








International slave trade of Colombian 
women 


On Thursday (27.07.00), the Ambassador of the 
Netherlands in Bogota, Gijsbert J. A. M. Bos, and 
the Esperanza Foundation presented a book on 
the international slave trade of Colombian women. 


According to. official figures, over 50,000 
Colombian women of all ages are duped each year 
into emigrating to Europe, where they are forced 
to become prostitutes. 


The Esperanza Foundation is a Non Governmental 
Organisation (NGO) set up to heighten public 


awareness of the problem, promote prevention 
measures among vulnerable groups of women, 
and provide help to victims and potential victims 
of female slavery rings. The NGO was founded in 
1996 in Colombia and since then has been 
working jointly with international organisations in 
various destination countries in Europe. 


The presentation of the book, which was attended 
by government Officials, diplomats, 
representatives of the private sector and the 
press, as well as other special guests, took place 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Royal Embassy of the 
Netherlands. 


The book, which analyses how this social 
phenomenon has been covered by the media, is 
the result of the collective effort of the Esperanza 
Foundation, which owes its birth, development 
and growth to the permanent support of the Dutch 
government, and to the support of the European 
Union and the Dutch Cooperation Agency NOVIB. 


"Over the years, our work to combat female 
slavery has slowly uncovered part of the 
situation," claims the Foundation, "with only the 
testimony that the victims themselves can 
provide; using as tools only the _ intuition, 
astonishment, sensibility and imagination 
mustered by those of us working on the problem." 


For further information, please write or contact us 
at: CONTACTO DE PRENSA : Pedro Fuquen Cel 
3458000 - Guarino Caicedo Cel 3506544 LUCILA 
ALMANZA PACHON. Centro de Documentaci6én E- 
Mail: colombial@andinet.com Web: 
http: //www.fundacionesperanza.org.co Apartado 
Aéreo: 075174 114 Bogota 2 - Colombia Boletin 
INTER NOS 

First published Correo 
informativo@attac.org 
Translation coorditrad@attac.org 
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